There is still only one in a hundred chance of having your EC Rejected!!!
The EIA Resource and Response Centre (www.ercindia.org) has been following the process of environmental clearances and has been consistently trying to look at the rate of clearances granted by the Ministry of Environment and Forests. The last one year has became important given the fact that the Ministry of Environment and Forests has been ‘blamed’ by the promoters of the current model of development crying hoarse that a large number of mining, dam, hydro power and thermal power projects have been rejected thus jeopardizing India’s dream of ensuring and sustaining its growth rate and probably erroneously ‘credited’ by the opponents as our analysis indicates.

By way of background the Ministry of Environment and Forests has several Expert Appraisal Committees constituted under the Environment Impact Assessment Notification of 2006. EIA Resource and Response Centre obtained the data from 2006 till 2008 earlier.

	Project
	No of Project Approved 
	Number of Projects rejected

	Construction 
	1073
	4

	Industry
	952
	Nil

	Thermal Power Plant
	134
	Nil

	Mining 
	587
	10

	Total
	1746
	14

	(http://www.ercindia.org/files/erc_vol2.pdf)


The period for which information was sought was from 1st of August 2009 till the 31st of July 2010.  The Ministry of Environment and Forests took time in submitting its response and only after appeals were filed to the first appellate authorities did the responses come. Sector wise response was sought from the MoEF and the purpose was to see whether the rate of rejection has changed in the last one year. 

Right to Information applications before the MoEF sought answers to three specific questions:

· How many applications were filed for the grant of environmental clearances in the last one year?

· How many environmental clearances have been granted by the Ministry of Environment and Forests?

· How many applications for environmental clearances were rejected by the Ministry of Environment and Forests?

	Projects
	No of Projects Received 
	No. Of Project Approved 
	No of Projects Rejected

	Coal Mining Projects
	58
	31
	Nil

	Infrastructure  and Misc. Projects
	120
	112
	Nil

	Industrial Projects
	283
	209
	Nil

	Thermal Power Projects
	93
	49
	1

	Mining (Non Coal)
	146
	71
	3

	New Constructions and Industrial Estates
	61
	55
	2

	River Valley Hydro electric projects
	8
	8
	Nil

	Total
	769
	535
	6


It is clear that the Ministry of Environment and Forests and the EAC continue to have an unhealthy rate of approval. Despite the claim of greater scrutiny, projects continue to be approved and the rate of approval appears to be getting worse. If one compares with the data of approval from 2006 to 2008 it is clear that the rate of rejection and approval remains the same.  There is a gap between the list of approved and rejected projects and the total number of applications as some projects are pending for decision before the Ministry. No wonder that many believe that the Ministry talks green but continues with its brown agenda.
This alarming rate of approval has to be seen in the context of the lack of grievance redressal mechanism in the country. The National Environment Appellate Authority was closed down in a hurry in October 2010. The National Green Tribunal is yet to be formed despite the law passed by Parliament.  There is a vacuum in the justice delivery system and persons aggrieved by the grant of clearance have no statutory forum for appeal.

